Nitric oxide and interstitial lung disease.
The role and significance of nitric oxide (NO) and its intermediates on interstitial lung diseases are discussed. NO itself has protective roles against lung injury; however, NO is converted to peroxynitrite through the reaction with the superoxide anion at the inflammation foci, resulting in various destructive effects against lung parenchyma. Increased production of NO and peroxynitrite play an important role in oxidative injury and remodeling associated with interstitial lung diseases.